Picture.
. FISH of the interphase nuclei confirmed three fusion signals (Picture D, inset, arrowheads). Reverse-transcription polymerase chain reaction also detected the RUNX1/RUNX1T1 fusion transcript.
Despite the essential role of RUNX1/RUNX1T1 in leukemogenesis, +der(8)t(8;21) has never been found in an AML patient with t(8;21). Conversely, +der(21)t(8;21) has been sporadically described in 23 AML cases, indicating that +der(21)t(8;21) is a rare but recurrent secondary abnormality (1, 2). The reciprocal RUNX1T1/RUNX1 fusion gene may therefore play a role in the progression of AML, although its fusion transcript is not usually identified (3).
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